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This term, our focus core value is resilience. The staff will be acknowledging when people are    
showing resilience as well as documenting participation, aspiration, inclusion and respect. Students 
can show resilience in the classroom and throughout the school by learning from out mistakes and 
improving; working with others who we don’t have a friendship with (yet); facing challenges and not 
giving up; and having a go when trying new things.  
 
Our Marrung students were recognized for their achievements in designing and producing NAIDOC  
t-shirts. Students were invited to Grampians Community Health and spoke in front of a crowd of 
Elders, community leaders and GCH representative. GCH funded the t-shirts and students worked 
with local artist Tanesha Lovett to design the t-shirts. Students were also recognized when Jaala,       
Kelanee and Mrs Catherine Monument were interviewed during the GCH ‘Community’ podcast.  
 
Selected  students from Year 10 completed the CCT testing on Tuesday this week with more testing 
on Wednesday. Stawell Secondary College has been randomly selected for this testing and we are 
excited for this opportunity for growth. 
 
Great Victorian Bike Ride training is now being held on a Monday after school from 4-5pm and on 
Thursday 3:45-4:45pm with Mr Carter and Miss Jennings. Showing up to training shows great         
resilience. 
 
On Monday 22nd August there will be a free road smart education program that helps beginner 
drivers for a lifetime of safe driving. As senior students begin to develop confidence as drivers we 
can work together to keep our community safe.  
 
On the subject of community safety members of Stawell CFA will be running some training sessions 
with Year 7-9 students starting Friday 5th August. Students can still sign up to participate. Well done 
to VCAL student Myah Willis for organizing this opportunity and a big thankyou to brigade members 
Myles Gellie and Aaron Phillips for offering up their time. 
 
Students who have signed up for the upcoming Dental Van on 10th - 14th of October, can get a 
check-up that will range from 5-15 minutes. All forms needed to be handed back by 25th July, any 
later they will not be accepted.  
 
Just a reminder that Jarrod Bendall is currently fundraising for MND (Motor Neuron Disease), by 
selling squares for $2 each where the winner will have the privilege of shaving his head. 
 
This Friday 29/7/22 is a student free day. Staff will be at school learning about mental health and              
differentiation. 
 
Your Captains,  
Grace, Ashley, Natalie & Marcos 
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Outside of the classroom our Art & Visual Communication Design Teacher, Vanessa Joy, trains dogs for 
many different sports during her free time. On the weekend (23 & 24 July) Vanessa travelled with her team 
of dogs to South Australia to compete in the Australian Sled Dog Sports Association National Champion-
ship Dry-land Sled Dog Race. Mushers from all over the country travel to this annual event to participate 
and run their teams against competition at the highest level. This was the first time the National Race had 
been held in two years due to COVID-19 and Vanessa has competed in seven other nationals in previous 
years, managing to finish on the podium each time but not in first place. 
 
This year Vanessa entered four classes, which were 3 Dog Open, Women's Bikejoring, Women's Canicross 
(jogging) and 1 Dog Veteran. She managed to achieve her long-term goal and won not one, but two Nation-
al Championship titles in 3 Dog Open (with her dogs Rannoch, Cannon & Crixus) as well as Women's 
Bikejoring (with Percy). In 3 Dog Open her dogs ran an average speed of 29.82km per hour over a distance 
of 8.6km pulling a 30kg dry-land cart. In Women's Bikejoring her dog ran an average speed of 31.03km per 
hour over a distance of 8.6km, which was also faster than all of the Men's Bikejoring times except the win-
ner of the Men's Class. Vanessa also placed 3rd in Women's Canicross (with Severus) and 2nd in 1 Dog 
Veteran (with 9.5-year-old Daisy - the dog she started the sport with). She is very proud of her dogs as they 
always put in 110% effort in training (at least three times a week) and in races.   
 
Vanessa has a few stand alone dry-land events left to do as well as two races on snow before her season fin-
ishes this year. After this, she will be waiting to see where she finishes on the National Point-score ranking 
which, on top of the National Championship Race, helps to determine the top mushers in the sport. If any-
one from Stawell Secondary College would like to learn how to get involved in this sport, Vanessa is al-
ways more than happy to help or answer any questions! 

Recognising Achievement  

Murray Hart (Acting Principal) 

I attended the “Premier’s VCE Awards” with Ms Ling on Wednesday 20 
July. This ceremony, held in the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition 

Centre recognises the top performing students who excelled in the       
Victorian Certificate of Education in 2021.  Following an opening address 

via WEBEX from the Premier of Victoria, Daniel Andrews, and in the 

presence of the Victorian Minister for Education, the Hon Natalie 
Hutchins MP, 248 students were presented on stage to individually       

receive their award for their outstanding VCE result in 2021. Proudly, Ms 

Ling, Maree (Mum) and I applauded as name number 227 was called, 
Melissa Sanders, Stawell Secondary College, for her outstanding   

achievements in Chinese Language, Culture and Society. It was a proud 

moment for all. Melissa’s achievement is truly magnified by the fact that 
only three students from outside Metropolitan Melbourne received this 

award. 



 
Congratulations to all Year 11 students who represented our school so well during the trip to Camp 
Toolangi.  
 
The students participated in a wide range of activities including; White-Water Rafting, High Ropes,         
Abseiling, Rock Climbing and so much more!  
 
The camp provided the students with fantastic food with an amazing seven meals every day! 
Despite the weather being a little chilly all students showed resilience when completing their overnight 
camp in a tent. This was a fantastic way to get our students out of their comfort zone and challenge them to 
work collaboratively with their peers.  
 
The White-Water Rafting was a highlight for many of our students with some fantastic instructors ensuring 
all students had a ball. Many students had a go at jumping across boats, standing on the edge or performing 
a helicopter!  
 
A huge thankyou to the teachers that volunteered their time to attend the camp; Miss Gibson, Mr West and 
Mr Wheeler. The students all appreciated your time and enjoyed watching you complete the activities as 
well.  
 
I look forward to seeing those students who attended the camp take some of their experiences and learning 
into the classroom and everyday life!  
 
Thanks again to all staff and students who made it such an enjoyable camp! 
 
Miss Mac 
Year 11 Co-ordinator  



State Cross Country 
 
Jack Reading and Tommy Williams travelled to Melbourne on Thursday 14th July to compete in the state 
cross country at the Yarra Valley Racing club. Although it was a wet and muddy course, the students did an 
excellent job! Jack Reading competed in the 12/13 boys age group against 94 other students and placed 29th 

with a time of 11 minutes and 38 seconds to complete the 3km course, one minute and 23 seconds behind 
the lead runner.  Tommy Williams competed in the boys 17-20 years age group against 89 students and 
placed 29th with a time of 18 minutes and 31 seconds to complete the 5km course 2 minutes, and 42 seconds 

behind the lead runner. This is an excellent result for the boys! 

Upcoming Sports: 
Year 7 Boys Basketball Monday 29th August 
Year 8 Boys Basketball Tuesday 6th September 

Easy Hard 



Year 8 Pen-Pal Program  
Year 8 students replied to our Chinese pen-pal students and introduced their family. We are looking forward 
to receiving the second reply from pen-pals after their summer holiday.  

Year 8 Chinatown Excursion 
A reminder that the Year 8 excursion is on next Monday 1st August. It will be a fun day of eating a Chinese 
banquet, trying bubble tea, learning Chinese Kung fu and doing Chinese grocery shopping.  
In line with our Chinatown excursion, Year 8 students have been learning the ‘food’ topic. They will be 
able to talk about what food / drink they like after we finish this unit. Apart from the Chinatown excursion, 
there are opportunities for them to experience Chinese food culture such as a traditional Chinese tea cere-
mony and making dumplings. Please stay tuned!  







We are wanting to update our bell music. 

Please cut this slip out and return to DJ MADDY at the office with a song request. (appropriate songs with no swear words) 
 
Song Title……………………………………………………………….. 
 
Artist……………………………………………………………………… 

Year 12 Formal 
Towards the end of Term 2, Stawell Secondary College year 12 student Jessa Enriquez coordinated a formal 

for the year 12 cohort. This was run in addition to the debutant ball as an opportunity for students to get 
dressed up, dance and enjoy their evening without the pressure of learning specific dances and finding a 

partner. The students booked the Swifts Clubrooms for a Friday night and dressed to the nines. The students 
had opportunities to eat, and drink with their peers and celebrate together, including opportunities to dance 
and play a game of pass the parcel. At the conclusion of the event they showed great teamwork, cleaning up 
together and ensuring the venue was appropriately tidy before they left. Overall it was a great event and all 

that attended had a good time. 
 

Thank you to parents who supported this event by transporting to and from, and those that helped man the 

doors at the event. Your continued support for school functions is appreciated by both the staff and the    
students. 



Gymnastics at the Stawell Gymnastics Club 
This year we have completed gymnastics classes down at the gymnastics club for Year 7-9.  

We have being lucky enough to have coach Elissa teaching our students through various apparatus and 
movements.  

It has been so great to see the students all have a good and enjoy themselves in the space! 



IMPORTANT DIARY DATES 2022 

 
29/7/22—Student Free Day (Staff Professional Development Day) 
1/8/22—Year 8 Chinatown Excursion  
15/8/22-18/8/22—Year 8 Camp  
23/8/22– Pupil Free Day (Staff Professional Practice Day) 
23/8/22– Subject Selection Evening (Yr 9 - Yr 11 students & parents) 
24/8/22– Subject Selection Interviews (2023 Yr10 students - no Yr9 classes will run) 
25/8/22– Subject Selection Interviews (2023 Yr11 students - no Yr10 classes will run) 
26/8/22– Subject Selection Interviews (2023 Yr12 students) 
7/9/22– General Achievement Test (GAT) 
7/9/22– Parent Teacher Student Interviews  

Book of the Week 
 

The Reign Of The Kingfisher 
 

Author: T.J. Martinson 
 
 

The Kingfisher, a mysterious Chicago vigilante in the 1980s, was known to some as a      
bulletproof, crime-fighting superhero and to others as a villainous, violent avenger. After his 
death, crime predictably blossomed again in the city. But now a masked man with a roomful 
of hostages says the Kingfisher didn’t actually die. He dares the Kingfisher to show himself 

and save the captives’ lives before time runs out. 
 

A retired journalist, a brilliant young female hacker, and a police officer on leave become 
unlikely allies as they all race to rescue the victims. They must discover the truth behind the 

myths of the complicated superhero and find out why someone so desperately wants the 
Kingfisher to show himself that they’re willing to kill. 

Semester 1 2022 reports can now be viewed on your child’s XUNO portal - Dashboard - Reports. 
The reports are PDF printable files, however, should you like us to provide you with a hard copy 

please contact the Front Office. Also, contact us if you require support in locating the report on the 
system. Feedback on students’ understanding of key concepts and skill development are made 

throughout the semester and students & families are encouraged to read these comments.       Stu-
dents should use the feedback to help them to improve further. Should you wish to discuss your 

child’s learning progress in more detail please contact the relevant teacher(s) or Year Level         
Coordinators . Families and students can also discuss learning progress during the Parent Student 

Teacher Interviews held on 7 September, later this term.  


