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Captain’s Report 26 August 2022 
 

It is the end of Week 7 already, time flies!  
 
We are very honoured to discuss MND Day that occurred last Friday, as many of our students 
demonstrated our school values. A very special mention to Jarrod Bendall who raised hundreds of 
dollars for MND by shaving his head (and unexpectantly, his beard!) to donate to Hair with Heart. As 
well as this, we want to recognise Sam Jenkinson who organised the ice bucket dunk for Mr Oliver, 
Miss Jennings, Ahmed Sheik, Jessa Enriquez, and himself and the barbecue at lunchtime. Thank you 
to everyone who brought a gold coin donation and donated money for Jarrod and Sam. 
 
It has been an enriching time for our VCE students, who attended the Chris and Marli Tilley scholar-
ship recipient presentations, where former students Lacie Pridan and Sasha Inglis shared their experi-
ences since receiving the generous grant. Whilst the deadline has closed for this year, we advise all 
Year 11 students to apply next year. Afterwards, Year 12 VCE students partook in the Elevate Edu-
cation presentation in order to prepare for their exams which begin in October. Today, August 26, the 
Year 12 students have travelled to Horsham College for the Wimmera VCE Lecture Series delivered 
by exam assessors Ross Huggard and Branka Shallies. This is particularly exciting as we can prepare 
for our exams with the assistance of insightful presenters.  
 
The Year 8 students participated in a camp to Yarra Valley last week, which is a great educational 
opportunity for the school. We hope everyone has been benefiting from the increase in school camps 
this year, the camps have all sounded like a lot of fun! 
 
Enjoy the rest of the term,  
 
Grace, Natalie, Ashley and Marcos. 
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Parent-Student-Teacher Interviews 
 
Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews shall be held on Wednesday 7 September, 2022 during the day and 
evening in three sessions: 
 
12.00 noon – 2.00 pm – onsite face to face 
2.30 pm – 5.00 pm – from home online (webex) 
5.30 pm – 7.30 pm – onsite face to face 
 
Students are not required to attend normal timetable classes on this day but would be expected to attend 
onsite face to face or online (webex) interviews with their parent/guardian. 
 
Parents/Guardians are now able to book interviews via the parent portal. Should you need assistance with 
your log in to the parent portal, please phone our school office on 53581700 and our office staff will be 
able to assist you. 
 
Please note: the face to face sessions will be held in the Senior Hub, which is the building on the cor-
ner of Patrick Street and Hastings Street. 
 
Further details regarding online (webex)  interviews will be provided to parents who choose their inter-
view between 2.30 pm and 5.00 pm. 



This month has been a very busy time with local and regional meetings as well the focus on school planning 
for 2023.  
 
On Tuesday 9th August I met with Anthony Cain (SWPS Principal), Russell Marland, (SPS Principal) and 
Therese Allen (SEIL) to discuss and prepare a strategic focus on sharing and improving education across 
the Stawell Community. We developed several key focus areas based on individual school data and Annual 
Implementation Plans. Our immediate focus is on student attendance across the three schools and the     
sharing of strategies to identify chronic absence. Further work will follow on identifying and empowering 
key community agents to support student wellbeing and educational opportunity within the town of Stawell. 
 
On Monday 15 August, Casey Gray and I journeyed to Hamilton to attend the Wimmera Southwest Area 
Principals Forum. The key focus of the forum was: 

• Leading Learning and Wellbeing: key priorities and actions for schools in Term 3  

• Centre for Higher Education Studies (CHES) 

• Implementing the new Victorian Government Schools Agreement 

• Marrung Focus  

• Wellbeing and supporting behaviours of concern  

• Secondary School Reform Session 
 
Our teaching staff continue to focus on acknowledging student achievement through our school values. In 
the past weeks Student Achievements logged into XUNO have tallied to over 200, which is a great          
reflection on our student achievement and progress. 
 
Our Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews (PSTI) will be held on Wednesday 7th September, same day as the 
Year 12 General Achievement Test (GAT). To accommodate the GAT location in the Assembly Hall, PST 
interviews will be held in the Senior Hub. PSTI booking for parents opened via the XUNO parent portal on 
Monday 22nd August. 
 
Emma Gibson and I, by invitation, attended the official opening of the first stage of the Stawell Under-
ground Physics Laboratory on Friday 19th August. This was an amazing experience and is truly a unique 
building. We travelled for 20 minutes below the ground to an engineering masterpiece, carved out of solid 
rock, 1000m below the town of Stawell. Emma and I felt privileged to be accompanied by VIP personal 
from University of Melbourne, Northern Grampians Shire, and Australia Nuclear Science and Technology 
Organisation. We look forward to further connect through Emma with the development of the Physics     
Laboratory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Parent School Survey have now been distributed to all parents/carers of our students. I encourage all 
parents/carers to complete the survey which will provide valuable feedback to support our improvement 
journey.  
 
On Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th August, I attended the Victorian Association of Secondary Schools 
Principals conference at Albert Park.  The conference provided valuable support for secondary school    
leaders, focusing on sharing best practice in Teaching, Learning, and Wellbeing. 
 
Yours in Education, 
Murray Hart  



To demonstrate an understanding of all they had learnt during their study of Medieval European history, 
Year 8 Humanities students participated in a Medieval Fair during periods 3 & 4 on Thursday 25 August. 
Knights, nobility, nuns, peasants and even dragons took part in medieval football, archery, table games of 
patience and strategy, poetry writing, tapestry and apple bobbing. For those with a taste for real Medieval 
mayhem we had jousting and battles. The Year 8 Humanities teachers would like to thank Mrs Lang and Mr 
Harris for their assistance and resourcing. A special thanks to Dr David Waldron, Senior Lecturer in History 
and Program Leader – Honours (School of Arts) at Federation University for the loan of equipment and   
expertise. We would also like to thank Sandra Skurrie and Elizabeth Purkiss for their time and donation of 
materials to produce our costumes.  

On 12 August you were sent an email, if you have provided the school with your email address, inviting a 
Parent/ Caregiver/Guardian of each family in our school to complete the 2022 Opinion Survey. 
This anonymous survey will provide our school with important information from you that will be reflected 
in the management and organisation of our school moving forward. 
 
If you did not receive this email and would like to receive the link electronically please phone our office on 
03 5358 1700. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to participate. Your assistance is greatly appreciated. 



Things continue to hot up in VCAL. Students have been busy working on completing their outcomes. While 
VCAL students enjoy the opportunity to organise fabulous projects, they also work on an array of other 
tasks. These include Literacy, Numeracy and Work-related skills they must complete. 
 

Firstly I want to acknowledge Breanne Howat-Harvey for arranging the Year 12 Vs Victoria Police dodge-
ball game at the end of the last term. Congrats to the Year 12’s, they won the game. At the start of term 3, 
Jaala and the Murrung team were at the helm of the NAIDOC WEEK  activities day. It was an excellent op-
portunity to learn about Aboriginal culture through hands-on activities. The whole school community were 
engaged and enjoyed all aspects of the day. Thank you again to all involved it does take a village to run 
these special days. The MND fundraiser organised by Sam Jenkinson was an extremely successful 
day.  Jarrod Bendall parted ways with his glorious mane of hair. A group of generous, brave students and 
staff provided comic relief by being dumped with masses of ice from large buckets. The VCAL team 
worked hard to support Sam and provided the BBQ.  
 

A couple of weeks ago we arranged to have an artist come and spend the day with a group of our “arty’ 
students. Reuben Whyte, aka ( Fingal Sin) is an extraordinary artist, and he was able to engage us all with 
his humour, warmth and palpable enthusiasm. I enjoyed watching the students relax, create, share stories 
and work together. 
 

Last week students shared their talents and passions with some lucky students. Will McDermott organised 
the Rocket League Competition, an online basketball game that challenges students' game skills. Erika 
Eastick is our resident spiritual guru, and she was and continues to run Tarot card reading workshops. 
They were well received, and there are now some converted VCAL students who were once sceptics of 
this ancient practice. There are more projects on the way as VCAL continue to bring exciting, fun, and new 
opportunities to students and staff. 
 

Thanks 
 

VCAL team 

In Chinese program, one of our major focuses is to develop students’ speaking fluency and the language 
capacity of applying vocabulary and expressions into real situations. In the last two weeks, we conducted a 

wide range of speaking tasks and gave our language students the opportunity to practise speaking with their 
peers and the teachers as we believe ‘practice makes perfect!’! 

Year 10: Role-play: Shopping & Board Game: Travelling around China  

Year 9: Conversations: ‘My Leisure Life’  Year 7: Role-play:  Asking ‘Dates and Days  
of the week’ in Chinese  



Big thanks to some Year 7 students helping out with a project in the wellbe-
ing room. Thank you to Dale Harris for making this possible!  

MND Day 
On Friday 12th August, Stawell Secondary College had its first MND day in 3 years. To start the week off, 
on Tuesday there was a PowerPoint shown in homegroup, explaining what Motor Neurone Disease is and 
what it does.  
 
Leading up to the Friday, there was a silent auction which all bids were kept anonymous and the highest 
bidder got to choose who to dump the ice on, same with the second highest bidder and so on.  
 
At recess we had our first fundraiser, Jarrod Bendall shaved his head to also donate for MND, he raised 
$400 selling 200 squares for $2 each. Grace Hopwood was the buyer to cut and shave his hair, in which his 
hair went to Hair for Heart to make a wig, while also making a further $200 to shave his beard which he 
took off in a heartbeat.  
 
At lunch we had a sausage sizzle ran by the VCAL team and did a great job at it as well. We then had our 
first ice bucket which was Miss Jennings who got dunked by Year 12 girls who included Tiahna, Madi,     
Molly, Chloe and Jonah.  
 
We then had our very own principal Mr Hart coming second and deciding to ice bucket Jessa Enriquez our 
first student. Third place was Wes and Mrs MacKay’s home group who planned to dump ice on Jessa but 
made do with Mr Oliver who dressed as a basketball player.  
 
We then had an ice bucket contender, Miss Jennings also dump some ice on Sam Jenkinson for some       
revenge with the help of Sam ‘Coach’ Carter.  Our final contender was Ahmed who got Maddy Kelly & 
Kirby Bibby as well as some extra ice from Mr Oliver.  
 
I would like to thank everyone that helped throughout the day and those who donated, we made over $1300 
that’ll go to finding a cure for MND – A great effort by SSC! 
 
Thank you – Sam Jenkinson. 



Physical Activity – Why its so important! 
 
Being active is important for children and young people to grow healthy, and set good habits for life! 
Being active every day has many social, emotional, intellectual and health benefits, including: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Department of Health recommend children and young people (ages 5-17) do at least 60 minutes each 
day of moderate to vigorous physical activity that makes the heart beat faster. More is better. 
 
It doesn’t have to be a full 60 minutes at once – several shorter sessions through the day work too. 
At least 3 days per week, children and young people should incorporate vigorous activities and activi-
ties that strengthen muscle and bone in the 60 minutes. 
 

Ensuring good sleep  
Getting enough good-quality sleep is essential to healthy growth. We recommend that each night:   
 

• Children aged 5 to 13 years get 9 to 11 hours of uninterrupted sleep 

• Young people aged 14 to 17 years get 8 to 10 hours of uninterrupted sleep. 
 
To establish and maintain healthy sleep patterns, we recommend: 

• Having a consistent bedtime and wake-up time 

• Avoiding screen time 1 hour before sleep 

• Keeping screens out of the bedroom. 

• A chance to have fun with friends and 
family 

• Reduced antisocial behaviour 

• Stronger cooperation and teamwork 
skills 

• Better self-esteem and confidence 

• Lower anxiety and stress 

• Healthy growth and development 

• Strong muscles and bones 

• Improved fitness, including coordination 
and movement skills 

• Lower risk of disease 

• Lower risk of unhealthy weight gain. 

• Better concentration 



 
Volunteering 
Opportunity: 

Are you a 
young Koorie 
student and 

would you like 
to volunteer at 

Goolum in   
Stawell? This 

is a great     
opportunity to 

test drive a   
career in Early 

Childhood    
Education and 

get some     
valuable work 
experience.  

Please see Mrs 
Phillips for 

more           
information 

Last Friday we headed to 502 with our teachers, Mrs Phillips and Mrs Monument as 
well as Tanisha and Suzie. We wanted to share our knowledge of language symbols 

with the younger Marrung Students. Tanisha taught them many of the symbols that she 
had already taught us, like gathering, waterhole, man, woman and different animal 

tracks. Thank you 502 for making us feel so welcome.  

Coming Soon: 

26/08/22:   Friday Culture Day - culture in the sensory garden (at school) 

31/08/22:  Bangarra Dance Excursion with Goolum (Melbourne) 

01/09/22:  Koorie Big Day Out - Connect with Universities (on-line event) 

12-14/09/22: Junior University Camp - Fed Uni 

Did you know…? Marrung is the Wemba Wemba word for the Murray Cypress 
pine tree, representing branches of education and knowledge. 

In our junior school Health classes, our HAPE staff will be 
covering Respectful Relationships. If you have any      

concerns or would like to know more about what your 
child/children will be learning, please do not hesitate to 

contact your child’s teacher.  



IMPORTANT DIARY DATES 2022 

 
7/9/22– General Achievement Test (GAT) 
7/9/22– Parent Teacher Student Interviews  
16/9/22—Last day of Term 3 
3/10/22– First day of term 4 

Book of the Week 
 

The Dictionary Of Lost Words 
Author: Pip Williams 

 
In 1901, the word ‘Bondmaid’ was discovered missing from the Oxford English Dictionary. 

This is the story of the girl who stole it. 
 

Motherless and irrepressibly curious, Esme spends her childhood in the Scriptorium, a gar-
den shed in Oxford where her father and a team of lexicographers are gathering words for 
the very first Oxford English Dictionary. Esme’s place is beneath the sorting table, unseen 
and unheard. One day, she sees a slip containing the word bondmaid flutter to the floor un-

claimed. Esme seizes the word and hides it in an old wooden trunk that belongs to her friend, 
Lizzie, a young servant in the big house. Esme begins to collect other words from the Scrip-

torium that are misplaced, discarded or have been neglected by the dictionary men. They 
help her make sense of the world. 

 
Over time, Esme realises that some words are considered more important than others, and 
that words and meanings relating to women’s experiences often go unrecorded. She begins 

to collect words for another dictionary: The Dictionary of Lost Words. 

Stawell SC Careers 
 
Year 12 Pathway Plans 
All Year 12 VCE students have been reminded to book a 1:1 Appointment with Cindy, within one of their 
study sessions, so a Post Year 12 Pathway plan can be prepared, allowing students to be organised for uni-
versity application and or employment applications. 
All Year 12 VCAL students have already undertaken this process with MAS National whom visited the 
class on a number of occasions. 
  
  
Year 11 & 12 Federation University and ACU Ballarat Excursion 
Tuesday 6th September 
All Year 11 & 12 VCE and VCAL students to attend: 
All students attend FedUni in the morning for a tour 
PM – all VCAL students attend FedUni SMB campus – for trades and look at facilities etc 
PM – all VCE students attend ACU for a tour 
 
Students need to be at Stawell Secondary College bus loop at 7.55am the morning of as buses will leave at 
8am SHARP - we will be back by 3.25pm 
 
Parents have already received message to approve excursion online via Xuno.  


