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There is plenty still happening in our college as we pass the halfway mark of term 4. The most significant is 
the Year 12 VCE exams are over, and our Year 12 students can breathe a sigh of relief. The waiting game now 
begins with their   results not known until the 11th of December. The Year 11 students have commenced their 
exams and will be involved in the Headstart program next week. The Headstart program provides the          
opportunity for Year 11 students to prepare for Year 12 in each of their selected subjects and received holiday 
tasks to prepare for 2023. 

On Friday 11th November, the school held a Remembrance Day ceremony at 11am in front of our               
Administration    Building. We had 3 Cadettes from our school place the wreath and raise the flags. Ava and 
Tommy provided the presentation which included a description of the purpose of Remembrance Day and the 
traditional poem by Major John McCrae, “In Flanders Field”. Kiandra and Tobi represented the college at the 
public Remembrance Day service at the Stawell Library and joined in the laying of the wreath ceremony. 

Recently, Mr Hart was overheard by Kyan Mellor discussing the re-location of the student decking area      
outside the Year 10 area with Mr Williams. This decking will be demolished in the new building program and 
Mr Hart was keen to      relocate it as it was originally constructed by the VCAL students, and it provided a 
great space for student socialisation. Kyan eventually convinced Mr Hart that he, along with Jackson Bibby 
and Ben Matthews could relocate the decking to the new site under the new shade cover outside the Senior 
Hub. With permission from parents and staff, and under the supervision of Ian Jordan, our school maintenance 
coordinator, Kyan has led the way. At this stage the new decking   location has been mapped out, holes are 
dug and the existing decking careful de-assembled, ready for construction at the new site. It is hoped that by 
Friday this week the new stumps are cemented in, and all will be ready to reconstruct the decking area. This is 
great work by Kyan and his team of Jaxon and Ben. 

The Year 10 students have an upcoming Outdoor Education camp from 21st to 24th of November in Torquay. 
This will be a great way to celebrate their school year as well as participate in surfing, cycling, and walking. 

The Blue Edge program has been up and running this term. This program supports young people to make    
informed life choices and supports their everyday life skills. The group is made up of 25 selected students. 
More details regarding this program are available in these connections. 

Most of the Year 9 ambassadors helped at the Rural Primary School Sports on Thursday the 17th November. 
The ambassadors do a great job helping at these activities and the students, teachers and parents are for ever 
grateful. 

Our Year 7 Food Tech classes have been involved in designing and creating their own cupcakes with a theme 
for each student.  
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Preparations for 2023 continue to dominate the core business of the Principal at the present time. The move-
ment of teaching staff around Victoria has been significant over the last month and we share a similar trend 
in our College. Unfortunately, the availability of teachers in Victoria and Australia is significantly less than 
previous years which is making the task of replacing teachers quite difficult.  The update on our College 
staffing profile includes the following: 
 
Moving on:   
Murray McKenzie - congratulations to Murray who has been successful in gaining a position at Holy Trini-
ty Lutheran College for 2023. We wish Murray all the best and thank him for his time and contribution to 
Stawell Secondary College. 
Karen Parker - Karen has been granted LWOP for 2023. We thank Karen for her time and contribution to 
Stawell Secondary College. 
He He – Congratulation to He who has been successful in gaining a position at Fountain Gate Secondary 
College for 2023. We wish He all the best and thank her for her time and contribution to Stawell Secondary 
College. 
 
We welcome to Stawell Secondary College the following staff: 
Emma Dumaresq – English/Humanities teacher 
Andrea Brooks - Psychology/English teacher 
Emma Quinlivan (0.6) - Biology/Science teacher 
Hamish McDonough - Graduate Science teacher 
Tanisha Lovett (0.4) - Koorie Education Support 
 
As we near the end of the school year, the time has come to recognise the achievements of our students dur-
ing 2022. Our two traditional formats to recognise our student achievements consist of the Year the Year 7 - 
11 Presentation Afternoon being held on Friday 25th November, and the Year 12 Presentation Evening held 
on Thursday 15th December. The Year 7 -11 Presentation Afternoon will be held in the College Assembly 
Hall (see invitation inn this Connections) and the Year 12 Presentation Evening will be held at the Town 
Hall. 
 
The Year 12 VCE exams culminated on Tuesday 16th November with the Global Politics Exam. We thank 
our Exam Supervisors in Joan Fletcher and Jeff Cameron. Joan was extremely positive and praised the work 
of our VCE Coordinator, Courtney McIlvride and Year 12 Coordinator, Ebony Jennings, for their prepara-
tion of the students for this year’s exams. She commented that this was the first time that there were no late 
arrivals; she acknowledged the calmness, preparedness and positive manner of the students and indicated 
how much she enjoyed the exams this year. Well done to Ebony and Courtney for the hard work they have 
put in with the students and the exams in general. Great to receive positive feedback. We now move into the 
Year 11 Exams which will be held under Year 12 VCE exam conditions. 
 
Recently our staff had the opportunity to attend a Mandatory Reporting session held at Stawell West Prima-
ry School. Our own Provisional Psychologist, Olivia Kent, was part of the team who provided staff with 
valuable information regarding our responsibilities associated with Mandatory Reporting. They also provid-
ed an outline of the role of the “Orange Door” program. The Orange Door is a new way to access services 
for women, children, and young people who are experiencing family violence, and families who need sup-
port with the care of young people or families, was invaluable. The Orange Door in Wimmera can be con-
tacted via 1800 271 042 
 
On Tuesday of this week, I attended a meeting which focused on supporting education in Stawell and the 
surrounding area, with a specific focus on attendance. This meeting was attended by Kerrie Clarke: Koo-
rie Engagement Support Officers; Anthony Cain: Principal Stawell West PS; Lara Walton:  Health Wellbe-
ing Support Officer; Robyn Ledin: Manager Health Wellbeing and Specialist Services; Hannah Stowe: Sen-
ior Wellbeing Engagement Officer; Therese Allen: Schools Education Improvement Leader; Russell Mar-
land: Principal Stawell PS.  The particular focus of the meeting was on student attendance and sharing ideas 
on improving this area. The meeting concluded with an agreed action plan designed to support families with 
noted attendance issues. 
 
Murray Hart 
Acting Principal 





Secondary School Immunisation Program catch-ups 
 
Secondary school immunisations are provided to students to reduce their risk of contracting preventable        
diseases and some cancers. Health advice regarding immunisations recommends students receive the following: 
 
Year 7 
Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whooping cough) (one dose) 
Human papillomavirus (HPV) (2 doses 6 months apart). 
 
Year 10 
Meningococcal A,C,W,Y (one dose). 
 
Due to COVID-19 related interruptions to school-based learning, there are a number of students in years 7 to 12 
who may have missed these important vaccines. This puts students at an increased risk of illness.  
 
If your child missed out on their school-based vaccinations, please speak to your GP or local council immunisa-
tion service about how they can catch up.  
 
To check if your child is due for any vaccines, refer to their immunisation history statement on the Australian 
Immunisation Register, using your MyGov account.  
 
If your child is aged over 14, they may need to access their immunisation history statement themselves, through 
their own MyGov account or the Medicare mobile app. 

A reminder that tickets are available 
until the 2nd December. After this   

students will receive a XUNO       
message about the availability of spare 
tickets and that they will be on a first 

come first serve basis. 
 

Tickets are $100 for the 3 ticket    
bundle or $40 per guest ticket. 

 



Some of our Year 7, 8 and 9 students are halfway through their 8-week Blue EDGE program! Blue EDGE 
is run by Blue Light Victoria in partnership with Victoria Police combining physical training, personal 

growth, and life skills.  

BLUE EDGE PROGRAM 

 
Stawell Secondary College’s Annual Presentation Ceremony will be held on     
Friday 25 November at 2pm in the Assembly Hall. We invite all parents and     

carers to come along and join us in celebrating the achievements of our  
Year 7-11 students in 2022.  

 
Our Year 12 students will be recognised for their achievements this year at their 

Graduation Ceremony in December. 



The Chinese language students Marcos, Grace and Eliza finished their VCE Chinese written 
exam last Wednesday. To celebrate, Eliza organised a Chinese hot pot for everyone! Special 
thanks to Donna for the delicious jiaozi (dumplings). Below is Eliza’s piece of writing in 
Chinese and literal translation in English. On behalf of all of the Chinese staff, we rec-
ognise the three Year 12 students’ diligent work and continued effort towards learning 
Chinese language and culture over the last six years. We wish you good luck in the future! 
祝你们好运！ Ms Ling.  

         十一月九日，我考了中文。我很紧张，因为中文考试很重要。但是，我有一位很好的中文老师！所

以，我觉得我的中文考试不难，但是也不容易。中文考试有四个部分；听力，阅读、写作和文化。听力考试很

快！所以，我觉得听力考试很难。但是我觉得写作和文化的题目很容易。中文考试后，我和我的同学们吃了火

锅。火锅很好吃！我们吃了很多美食，比如说；饺子、面条、蔬菜，猪肉，牛肉和豆腐。火锅又香又辣。我最喜

欢吃火锅。 

On the 9th of October, I took the Chinese Exam. I was very nervous, because the Chinese 
Exam is very important. But I had a very good Chinese teacher! So, I thought the Chinese 
exam was not hard, but not easy. Chinese exam has four parts: Listening, Reading, Writing 
and Culture. Listening was very fast! So, I feel Listening was very hard. But I think Chi-
nese Writing and Culture parts were easy. After the Chinese Exam, my classmates and I ate 
Hot Pot. Hot Pot is very yummy! We had a lot of delicious food, for example, dumplings, 
noodles, vegetables, pork, beef and tofu. Hot Pot is fragrant and spicy. I like Hot Pot 
the best.  

Year 7 Chinese students are making steady progress to   
improve their listening, speaking, reading and writing 

skills.  Photos on the right: Role-play asking name, age 
and birthday.  

Practising Hanzi (Chinese characters) writing and sentence structures through workbook 
learning tasks  

Recognising Hanzi (Chinese characters) through booklet games  



YEAR 7 FOOD 
 

Students were given a Design Brief to design four cupcakes based on one of the following themes: animals, 
pirates, gardens, farming, gaming, sports or planets. They were to investigate a theme, design their cupcakes 
and then prepare a shopping list of ingredients needed. It was great to see everyone put in a lot of time and 

effort into the decorating. Here are the final products from 7C. 
 

Mrs Prior and Ms Parker 



IMPORTANT DIARY DATES 2022 

 
18/11/22—25/11/22—Year 11 into Year 12 Transition 
21/11/22—24/11/22—Year 10 Outdoor Education Torquay Camp 
25/11/22—Year 7-11 Presentation Afternoon 
25/11/22—Last Day for Year 11 Students 
25/11/22—2/12/22—Year 10 into Year 11 Transition 
2/12/22—Last Day for Year 10 Students 
15/12/22—Year 12 Graduation (tickets available from the front office. Max 2 guests per student)  

Book of the Week 
 

Fable 
Author: Adrienne Young 

 
 

As the daughter of the most powerful trader in the Narrows, the sea is the only home seven-
teen-year-old Fable has ever known. It’s been four years since her father abandoned her on a 
legendary island filled with thieves and little food. To survive she must keep to herself, learn 
to trust no one and rely on the unique skills her mother taught her. The only thing that keeps 
her going is the goal of getting off the island, finding her father and demanding her rightful 

place beside him and his crew. To do so Fable enlists the help of a young trader named West 
to get her off the island and across the Narrows to her father. 

 
But Fable soon finds that West isn’t who he seems. Together, they will have to survive more 

than the treacherous storms that haunt the Narrows if they’re going to stay alive.  


