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The 2022 school year is fast coming to an end. With that in mind, all staff have been using their time productively preparing 
for 2023. While our general aim in 2023 is to continue to improve in all aspects of student learning and engagement, our  
specific focus will be: 

• Learning - Support both those who need extra support and those who have thrived to continue to extend their learning, 
especially in numeracy 

• Wellbeing - Effectively mobilise available resources to support students' wellbeing and mental health, especially the 
most vulnerable 

These two “Key Improvement Strategies” have been the subject of Leadership and staff focus over the past weeks and     
planning is well underway to ensure the agreed actions are implemented. In addition, the school Values of Resilience,      
Aspiration, Participation, Inclusion and Respect will continue to be the foundation of our school culture. Students, staff, and 
parents will all play a key role in embedding these values into our everyday practice to ensure the students are given every 
opportunity to achieve their full potential. 

 

The School Council held their last meeting for this year on Wednesday 7th December. A Christmas treat of pizza, garlic 
bread, chips and soft drink was incorporated into the evening. The principal’s report covered much of the highlights in recent 
weeks. Other discussions included the staffing progress for 2023 and “Time in Lieu”. The 2023 proposed budget was also 
presented and confirmed by the council with thanks to Marie McAloon for putting it together.  

 

In previous Connections I have kept the school community up to date with staff movement for 2023. While we are still      
processing several staffing matters, this is a summary of known staff movement in 2023. We say farewell and thanks to the 
following staff who are moving on; Yuhui Bai, Matthew Brearley, Sam Burdett, Sam Carter, Aaron Dalziel, Emma Gibson, 
Casey Gray, He He, Thomas Hedges, Murray Mckenzie, Karen Parker and Chris Peatt. Amy Weavell will be filling an    
Acting Principal role at Moonambel Primary School for the first 15 weeks of Semester 1, 2023. We welcome our new staff; 
Akhter Hosain (Chemistry/Science), Andrea Brooks (English/Psychology/Humanities), Andrew Reynolds (English/VM), 
Emma Quinlivan (Biology/Science), Ruosi Bao (Chinese/Media/IT), Emma Dumaresq (English/Humanities), Sean Wheeler 
(Technology), and Hamish McDonough (Science). We are looking forward to working with our new staff in 2023.            
Unfortunately, we are still unsure as to whether we will have a new principal for the commencement of the 2023 school year. 
The re-advertising of this position closed late las week and we are hoping we can inform our school community of a positive 
outcome in the coming days.  

 

Our VCE results were well received by the students and staff. Most students were pleased with their results. At the Year 12 
Presentation Evening on Thursday night, Grace Hopwood (VCE) and Ryder Woltjen (VCAL) were announced as the worthy 
recipients of the Dux of 2022. Congratulations to Grace and Ryder and we are equally proud of the effort and dedication of 
our Year 12 students and staff. I’m sure each student will pursue their future aspirations and be successful regardless of their 
results. We look forward to hearing their stories in the future. 

 

As the curtain closes on another year, I extend my thanks to all the school community for your efforts and support, with a 
special mention to Emily Dalkin and the School Council. A big thankyou to the Teaching staff and Education Support staff 
for their devotion to continuing to provide a positive learning environment for our students. Finally, congratulations to the 
students on your achievements during 2022 and I wish all our school community a Merry Christmas and a safe and relaxing 
New Year. 

 

Murray Hart 

Acting Principal 
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2023 School Supplies  
If you are needing school supplies for 2023 please head into House & Party in the 

Main Street. They will be stocking school supplies for the 2023 school year.  



We explored the Bunjils cave area, looking at the artwork at the site which are in the eastern Black Range. 
Bunjil, the all father of creation and two Dingo helpers in the cave on granite rock were discovered in 
1910. 
 
We had the opportunity to enter the cave and get up close to the art. Jake discussed the art and spoke about 
the dream time story regarding Bunjil and hunting dogs. 
 
“In the time before time the ancestor spirit, Bunjil began to create the world we see around us when he 
created the sandstone ranges Gariwerd, he often took the form of the Werpil the Eagle so that he could 
view his work.” Bunjil has a special place near Gariwerd in the eastern Black Ranges. 
From the story  we learned  about the size of the emu today and the splitting of the feathers, and how the 
emu can lay several eggs instead of one big one; the creation of the Wimmera River and the splitting of 
the rock that make the Grampians as it is today. Bunjil himself explains how he created the people, plants 
and the law of Aboriginal people today and when he passed, he formed as a wedge tail eagle that flew into 
the sky and formed a star, protector of the natural world, his people and their beliefs. The wedge tail eagle 
is significant to the Grampians as it is a reminder to the people that he is looking out for them. 
 He also discussed the area around the Grampians as being one of the most significant areas for rock art 
because of the amount that is in the area. We had a chat about graffiti and what damage it is doing and 
how parks Victoria clean off the graffiti which is a painful process. 
 
We had a short walk around and then had time to visit the scar tree at Lake Fyans. 
 
 The Scar Tree is significant for historical reasons as the tree has 3 separate scars on it. This tree is very 
rare as you usually do not find three separate scars on one tree. The trees used are generally red gum or 
box gum that the Aboriginal people used to take the bark from. As the tree keeps growing the bark grows 
around the scar and not over it and therefore is called a scar tree. 
 
They used specialised tools to remove the bark, which was then made into a coolamon (for carrying water, 
berries or young children,) a bark canoe or a board for carrying food. 
 
Aboriginal Rock Art and the Scar Trees are protected by law to ensure that they are around for decades to 
come. 
 
If you are interested in learning more, please head to the SSC library where we have a significant resource 
available. 



The College Chinese program recently created a wide range of opportunities for students to learn Chinese culture 

first-hand.  

1. Year 8 students enjoyed ordering and eating a Chinese meal in the pop-up restaurant.  

2. Year 9 students learned Chinese breakfast culture and made wontons. They tried deep friend wontons and 
wonton soup  

3. Year 7 students learned about Chinese traditional clothing – ‘Hanfu’  

4. Year 9 students enjoyed a joint, two-day Chinese camp in Melbourne with Mount Clear College students. They 

tried a range of Chinese food, especially the famous Sichuan Cuisine: Hot Pot. They also had the opportunity to en-

gage in a wide variety of activities: Practising Kungfu with the world champion Dr. An Peng was fun and inspiring, 

snow-skin mooncakes were very delicate and delicious, making Chinese fans gave them the opportunity to show-

case their Hanzi writing skills, participating in the escape room activity was adventurous and exciting, playing the 

Chinese instrument- Guzheng was a novelty and really interesting, and lastly, learning a Chinese traditional dance 

was really fun! 

I found it enjoyable, learning about traditional Chinese culture and the history, being taught how to play some traditional Chinese 

instruments. Eating a whole load of Chinese food (中国菜), doing Chinese activities, and meeting new people. It was a fun camp, 
and I would like to go on a camp like that again. – Sarah Dean 



In Year 8 English students composed poetry using a variety of poetic forms, including: Limericks, Haikus, 
Cinquains, Epics, Shape poems and Diamantes. Below are some examples of the poems created by 8A. 

 
Mrs Prior 

There once was a boy called 
Michelle, 

Who was short and fell in a well, 
He fell in a ditch, 

Because he had a stitch, 
And now he is stuck in the well. 

 
By Kaison 

Smile 
Happy, cheerful, 

Grinning, sparkling, shining, 
Lips, person, teeth, tongue, 
Smirking, chewing, biting, 

Colourful, big, 
Grin. 

 
By Emmett 

Flowers 
Pretty, colourful, 

Growing, blooming, pollinating, 
Roses, daisies, sunflowers, lillies, 

Healing, shedding, smelling, 
Bright, gardens, 

Plants 
 

By Sienna 

There once was a lad called John, 
Who made some good tasty scones, 

His house caught on fire, 
Caused by a loose wire, 

That was chewed on by a swan. 
 

By Hannah 

One in a million, 
Baby blue eyes stare at 

me, 
My baby brother. 

 
By Clara 

Water, 
Blue, wet, 

Draining, cooling, soaking, 
Element, hot, cold, outside, 
Relaxing, calming, heating 

Red, yellow, 
Fire. 

 
By Chloe 

Cats are really cute, 
They sleep most of the day 

away, 
They love to chase mice. 

 
By Charli 

I have a long neck, 
I have cute little antlers, 

I have lots of spots. 
 

By Ben 

Hair, 
Long, short, 

Flowing, glowing, growing, 
Straight, silky, curly, wavy, 
Cutting, styling, washing, 

Soft, frizzy, 
Fair. 

 
By Alizeh 

Cat, 
Fat, fluffy, 

Meowing, walking, scratching, 
Cute, small, smelly, soft, 

Running, licking, smooching, 
Colour, fur, 

Animal. 
 

By Blake 

Declan came third in the quantum physics diorama         
competition. He competed against many other schools 

across the state and was chosen by the Centre of Excellence 
for Dark Matter Particle Physics.  



Thank you to Budja Budja, Sarah and Kim for a wonderful end of year excursion to Ballarat. We were 
lucky to have Ararat College Tahni Skewes and the school’s First Nations students join us for the day out in 
Ballarat and we hope to continue to build community connections with this group into 2023. 
 
We all travelled to and from Ballarat via Ambush Grampians with driver Jordan Main making the trip more 
enjoyable 
 
We met up with BADAC Youth team at the edge of Lake Wendouree who informed us about the stones and 
the significance they hold.  
 
Lucky for us the rain held off so that we could go for a short walk to the Botanical Gardens and explore the  
Murrup Laarr (Ancestral stones) created by Deanne Gilson. Deanne created the stone circle in 2019 for a 
place to tell stories and for aboriginal people to come together on country. 
 
The stones have been created using local basalt stone to tell Wathaurung stories of dreaming, and are the 
holders of memory and knowledge, country and spirit. They also mark places of ceremony and important 
business. The stones follow the sun marking the summer and winter solstice for planting and harvesting and 
tell stories of past, present and future.  
 
We also went and looked at the Totem Pole area to gather information and look at the different designs for a 
project next year. 
 
We finished the day off with a game of Tenpin Bowling, which was a lot of fun.  Three teams of six, each 
played a game and the winner of the three teams played off against each other. The overall winner Levi 
from Ararat College won by 1 point with a score of 96 over Jules Lockwood with a score of 95 and Jaala 
Marks Lovett coming in third with 90 points.   
 
A great day out was had by all. 



IMPORTANT DIARY DATES 2022/2023 

 
15/12/22—Last day of timetabled classes 
19/1/23— School office open from 1pm—5pm for payment of book lists 
30/1/23— Campion book pack collection from the assembly hall 12pm—4pm 
30/1/23— School office open from 8.30am—4pm for payment of curriculum  voluntary  
    contributions & CSEF applications. 
31/1/23— Year 7 & Year 12 (This includes Year 11 students doing a Year 12 subject) first  
    day of term. 
1/2/23— All students attend school. 

Book of the Week 
 

Thieves Of Weirdwood 
Author: Christian McKay Heidicker 

 
 

Twelve-year-old thieves Arthur and Wally are determined to steal their way 
up the ranks of the notorious Black Feathers gang. With loan sharks chasing 
after Arthur’s father and Wally’s brother’s hospital bill due, they’re in need 

of serious cash. Fast. 
When Arthur spots some wealthy strangers exiting a seemingly deserted 

mansion, he smells an opportunity for a big score. Little do the boys realise, 
they’ve stumbled upon Weirdwood Manor, the headquarters of a magical 
order who protects the Balance between the Real and Imaginary worlds. 

When Kingsport is besieged by nightmarish creatures, it’s up to these young 
thieves to save their city. 

Filled with giant tentacle monsters and heroes literally ripped from the pages 
of adventure stories, this imagination-bending series is perfect for fans of the 

Five Kingdoms, Aru Shah, and Nevermoor. 

Library Competition Results 
 

Write a Book Review 
1st Prize: Claire Scott 

2nd Prize: Clara Thompson 
3rd Prize: Sienna Santuccione 

 

Design Your Own Book Cover 
1st Prize: Clara Thompson 

2nd Prize: Claire Scott 
3rd Prize: Sienna Santuccione 


