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Captain’s Report 9 September 2022 
 

Term Three is almost over and there is not long left for the Year 12 students here at Stawell           
Secondary College. 
 
Last Friday night the Year 11’s had their Presentation Ball, they all looked absolutely amazing and 
we hope they enjoyed themselves.  
 
Two Friday’s ago on 26th August the Year 12 VCE English students went to Horsham to watch a 
series of English lectures given by past examiners to help with our exam preparation. Back at school 
that day, the rest of the school community was celebrating ‘Wear it Purple’ day which included     
raising awareness for the cause and a sausage sizzle.  
 
On Tuesday of this week the Year 11 and 12 students went to Ballarat to look at Federation           
University and Australian Catholic University to explore options for after our high schooling which 
was an amazing opportunity. Then on Wednesday the Year 12 students and those Year 11 students 
who study a Unit 3 and 4 subject sat the General Achievement Test (GAT). Today has been a casual 
dress day to raise money for breast cancer. Everybody was encouraged to wear pink and at lunch 
time there was a soccer game with students against teachers. See the next addition to find out the    
results.  
 
Recently, there have been some instances where students have made inappropriate comments of a 
racist nature. While these have been isolated incidents, any situation where this is occurring is       
unacceptable. As school captains, we would like to urge every student at Stawell Secondary College 
to demonstrate cultural inclusion as this is part of our school value. Therefore, we should have zero 
tolerance towards any type of racism, as we would like everyone at this school to feel they are safe, 
included and respected in our school environment.  
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16/9/22—Last Day of Term 3. Early dismissal 2:25pm 



Our Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews (PSTI) were held on Wednesday 7th September, same day as the 
Year 12 GAT. Feedback indicates that the parents who attended gained valuable information regarding   
student progress and shared agreed strategies for student improvement. It is disappointing that less than 
20% of our parents took the opportunity to engage in the interviews. This is a concern, and the school will 
be looking into how we can better engage our parent body in relation to student progress and improvement. 
 
One of the key elements in our school improvement is the Parent/Guardian/Caregiver Survey. This survey, 
along with the staff and student survey provides the School, School Council and Regional personnel with 
the data to assess the school performance and develop strategic plans for improvement. Unfortunately, only 
5% of our parents/carers (14 of 276) have completed the survey to date. The survey closes on Friday 16th 
September, and I encourage all parents/carers to complete the survey to support our schools assessment and 
improvement. If you have not been able to access the survey please contact the school for assistance. 
 
The school council met recently with Therese Allen, our School Educational Improvement Leader to       
discuss the nature and process of the appointment of a Principal to Stawell Secondary College. The         
discussion was focused on options available to the Council and timelines. The appointment of a Principal 
will occur during Term 4 and final details of this process will be available to the school community         
following approval by the Regional Director.  
 
As we move into the September holidays and Term 4, the school is busy preparing for 2023. With an       
organisation of over 50 employees there will always be staff who are retiring or seeking career                
opportunities and moving on from Stawell Secondary College. We have several staff who have made this 
choice to date. Ian Jordan, our long serving Maintenance person has elected to retire at the end of 2022. Ian 
has been a valuable asset to our grounds and maintenance, and we all wish him the best in his retirement. 
Tegan and Zac Burnett have taken the opportunity to move to Swan Hill and will relocate over the holiday 
break to commence duties in Term 4. We wish them all the best in their move and thank them their        
contribution to the school. 
 
Many of our readers may be wondering about our $11.125 million building program that was to commence 
earlier this year. In earlier Connections I reported that the dramatic increase in building materials has meant 
a re-draft of the initial scope of building works is to be completed at the school. Currently the Victorian 
School Building Authority and CO-OP Studio Architects are negotiating with building contractors to       
determine the extent of the building program. I am hopeful that by early term 4 there will be an agreement 
reached and building works will commence over the Christmas break. Unfortunately, we will fall well short 
of the promise of a total new school and will again join the waiting list of schools seeking funds from the 
State and federal Government to complete the Master Plans. 
 
 
As this is our final Connections before the September break, I would like to thank all staff for their         
continued commitment to student wellbeing, teaching, and student learning. I would also like to             
congratulate all students on their achievements this term. Finally, a special mention of encouragement to 
our Year 12 cohort as they prepare for the final weeks of Secondary School. I encourage you all to make the 
most of your short time left and focus on your learning goal and aspirations as you prepare for life after 
Secondary College. 

The school is currently seeking any second hand uniforms that students may have that they have out-
grown or if they are finishing their time with the school. Any contribution would be much appreciated 

whether it be school tops, dresses, jumpers or the rain jackets.  

SECOND HAND UNIFORM DONATIONS 



Cultural competence is a vital ability to acquire as we are living in an increasingly diverse global            
community. The mission of our Chinese language teachers is not only to help students to improve their    
language proficiency, but also raise their cultural awareness and educate them to be respectful towards     
different cultures, and most importantly, to help them grow their curiosity and interest in exploring the    

cultural diversity here in Australia. 

Making Dumplings  
As part of the Year 8 ‘Food’ topic, students had the opportunity to try different Chinese foods, including 
eating dumplings in Chinatown at the start of this term. This week, they enjoyed making their own dump-
lings! The best feedback was when they kept putting up their hands to ask if they could eat more and more, 
which made the two-hour preparation really worthwhile!  

I helped Amy and Lynley make dumplings as 
part of their VCAL project last week. They 

made dumplings from scratch! They kneaded 
the dough, made the stuffing and pan-fried 

them. The dumplings were delicious!  

Moon Festival Celebrations  
The Chinese Moon Festival (also called Mid-Autumn Festival) is on 10th September this year. To celebrate 
this event, some of the Chinese classes have tasted mooncakes and written a pen-pal letter to wish their  
Chinese friend a Happy Moon Festival.  



Congratulations to      
everyone who was        
involved with the   

Presentation Ball last   
Friday. Everyone looked 
lovely and we hope you 

all enjoyed the night. 

Easy Sudoku 



Year 8 Boys’ Basketball 
On Tuesday 6th September a Year 8 team comprising of Steven Finlay, Ashton McKinnon, Sebastian   
Quarrell, Jack & Justin Sirre travelled to Ararat to participate in the School Sports Victoria Yr. 8 Boys  
Basketball Competition representing Stawell Secondary College.   
 
The Stawell team played 4 games competing against teams from Marian, Horsham, St. Bridget’s, and      
Ararat. It was the first time the boys had played Basketball together, which made it difficult to win matches 
against their more experienced opponents but to their credit and with valuable support and guidance from 
their coach Lewis Reading they managed to improve their game plan as the matches progressed.  
 
Whilst all games were very competitive, each were played in very good spirit. It was very enjoyable  
watching and listening to the respectful and encouraging comments for Stawell Secondary College players 
by other teams on the sidelines.  
 
The most points scored for Stawell were 15 against the eventual winners St Bridget’s with Stawell          
Secondary keeping them to just 31 pts in their match.  
 
Highlights over all the matches for Stawell was Steven scoring 5 by 3pt shots equaling 15 pts & Seb      
contributing 2 by 3 pointers totaling 6pts.  
 
Special thanks to Ashton, Jack & Justin Sirre for filling in at such short notice which allowed the team to 
participate on the day. Thank you to Ms. Jennings for organizing the team; Lewis who also helped with 
Umpiring duties & Ms. Harris who drove the bus.  
 
Congratulations to all the boys as they demonstrated exemplary qualities of behavior throughout the whole 
day. Well done! 
 
Ms. Cameron 



NAME BOOK TITLE SUMMARY AND SCORE OUT OF 5 

Mikayla Mitchell 
  
  
  

Loki – where mis-
chief lies 

This book is wonderful and entertaining about the 
back story of the God of Mischief. Very hard to 
put down. 
5/5 

Clara Thompson 
  
  
  

The design of a 
killer 

An autobiography of one of the first FBI criminal 
profilers. 
4/5 

Amahli Sheen 
  
  
  
  

Cruella A written back story of Cruella de Vil made as a 
book from the movie. 
4/5 

Claire Scott 
  
  
  
  
  

Wolf Girl This book series follows a teenage girl named 
Gwen, who was separated from her family during 
a bombing. This was before she met her pack of 
dogs and a golden wolf, helping her to re-unite 
with her family again. 
5/5 

Ms Mackay 
  
  
  
  

Stolen Focus Explores the impact of screens, lack of sleep and 
our modern lifestyle on our brains and our grow-
ing inability to focus, learn and be mentally well. 
5/5 

Tahlia 
  
  
  
  

The Dry Murder mystery story set in outback Australia. 
Where the main detective's big secret starts to un-
ravel as he uncovers the mystery of the recent 
murder. 
4/5 

Mrs Prior 
  
  
  
  

Before you knew 
my name 

This is a story about a young woman who is 
killed and she then sends messages to another 
character who then solves her murder. 
4/5 

READERS AND WRITERS CLUB MEETING 6/9/22 
This is a summary of what everyone has been reading and what we discussed at our latest meeting. 

Mrs Prior and Ms Mackay 





IMPORTANT DIARY DATES 2022 

 
12/9/22-14/9/22—Yr11&12 VCAL Camp 
14/6/22—Yr 7 Immunisation  
16/9/22—Last day of Term 3 
3/10/22– First day of term 4 

Book of the Week 
 

Sadie Starr’s Guide To Starting Over 
Author: Miranda Luby 

 
 

Sadie Starr is obsessed with starting over. A new year, a new diet, a new social media      
identity. Anything that gives her a chance to be a better version of herself. 

 
So when her dad’s job moves the family interstate, Sadie’s excited for a fresh start. It’s also 
the perfect excuse to leave behind the mess she’s made with her best friend and secret crush 

Daniel, whose advances she rejected – for fear of screwing things up. 
 

But at her new school, life gets complicated fast. She meets glamorous Alexa and her       
pink-badged girl gang, on a mission to ‘support women’, and outcast Jack, who the girls say 

has been stalking fellow student Loz. 
 

But Loz has a different story, one that changes everything. 
 

Sadie’s torn. She wants to be popular. She wants to keep Loz’s secret. She wants to fix     
everything. But she’ll have to make choices. And the wrong ones could throw her perfect 

new life into complete chaos. 

IMMUNISATIONS – YEAR 7 AND YEAR 10 
The second round of immunisations for Year 7 students will be taking place at school on Wednesday 14th 

September. There is also the opportunity for any Year 7 or Year 10 student who missed their immunisations 
earlier in the year to catch up on these. All students that are yet to return their form were given a copy of 

this to take home last week and these are due to the front office by Monday 12th September.  

Exciting Library News!! 
Look out for some exciting competitions in the library.  

To celebrate the last term of the year the library will be running 2 competitions. Great prizes to be won. 
More information to come in Term 4. 

We congratulate Isabella Simmons (Class 
of 2020) for her hard work and dedication 
to fulfil her dream of playing on the big 

stage of AFLW for the West Coast Eagles. 
We are so proud of you! 


