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The Chinese International Program has a long history at Stawell
Secondary College, which can be traced back to 2001 and has led to
Chinese becoming a popular foreign language choice for students at
the school. In 2008, Chinese as a LOTE subject was introduced to Year
/ students as part of the school curriculum and since then has grown
within the school. The exchange program with two of our sister schools
in China, Qujing Nationality Middle School and Yancheng Middle School,
has run smoothly and successfully since it was established. Overall, we
have hosted 8 visiting groups of students and teachers from China. The
Chinese visiting students and teachers have enjoyed their stay in Stawell
and our students and teachers have certainly benefited through the
language and culture exchange program.

Every two years, Stawell Secondary College organizes a China Study Tour
for our students to experience the culture and gain further exposure to
the language. The China Tour in 2011 was a great success and received
positive feedback from both parents and students. Although Stawell
has limited resources due to its geographical location, our students

still demonstrate a passion for the language and aim for a high level

of achievement. In 2012, three of our students from Years 9 and 10
successfully accessed the Chinese Scholarship Program and took part
In a two-week exchange program in Beijing. This year, 15 students are
very excited and also looking forward to the upcoming China Trip in
September. The students are very keen to make friends, improve their
Chinese language skills and experience Chinese culture during this trip.

Moreover, Stawell Secondary College has built a positive and cooperative
relationship with Hanban and the Confucius Institute in China. From
2008 through to 2012, there have been 5 teaching assistant volunteers
who have worked at Stawell Secondary College.

Stawell has a very long history with Chinese immigrants first moving to
the area during the Gold Rush of the early Nineteenth Century. Although
many of the Chinese people moved on to other places at the end of

the Gold Rush, the influence of the Chinese culture has remained in

the area and been rejuvenated by the introduction of an International
Student Program at Stawell Secondary College. Further to this, the
growing influence of China on the global economic stage has not gone
unnoticed within Australia. The growth of the Chinese Language Program
at Stawell Secondary College also provides an ongoing path for students
to learn Chinese beyond primary school.
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