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Victorian Education Excellence Awards (VEEA): You may have heard of the Victorian Education
Excellence Awards (VEEA), which recognise outstanding staff in Victorian Government schools who
make a lasting difference to student learning and their school communities.
Following her shortlisting in July and a panel interview, Ms Ling was selected as one of three
finalists in the Outstanding Secondary Teacher category, among 37 finalists across all award
categories. This recognition reflects Ms Ling’s sustained dedication to teaching and the opportunities
she creates for students at Stawell Secondary College.
Ms Ling, Mr Greenhalgh and I will attend the awards presentation in Melbourne on 23 October,
where the winners will be announced. On behalf of the College community, congratulations, Ling,
and best of luck!

Learn more about the 2026 VEEA finalists

2027 Preparation: Preparation for the 2027 school year is the key focus of the school administration
across Term 4. With the announcement of Mr Greenhalgh as the new Principal in 2027, the school
has advertised for two Assistant Principals. This process is currently at the shortlisting and interview
stage, and announcements should be made in the near future.
We have also advertised and appointed one of the three Leading Teacher Sub-school positions for
2027. I am pleased to announce that Mr Reynolds has been appointed to the first of these Leading
Teacher Sub-school positions.
In early November parents/carers will receive information regarding the 2027 school year. This will
include details about parent voluntary contributions, booklists and resources, computer requirements,
key dates and start-of-year arrangements, camps and excursions, uniform expectations, and
information about available financial assistance. This information will help families prepare for the
new school year and plan for any associated costs.
Professional Development Day – Wednesday 7 October: Our Professional Development Day
provided a valuable opportunity for staff to collaborate within their faculties and focus on curriculum
development. It was encouraging to see the level of engagement and the progress made, providing
a strong foundation for our ongoing work in curriculum planning and documentation. Throughout
Term 4, staff will continue to work collaboratively to develop consistent unit plans aligned with the
Victorian Curriculum and supported by resources that cater for the diverse learning needs of all
students.
Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2026 (VGSA 2026): The proposed Victorian
Government Schools Agreement 2026 received strong support from employees across Victorian
government schools, with 80,742 employees participating in the ballot and 93.1% voting in favour.
The agreement is now progressing through the Fair Work Commission approval process. Once
formally approved, the new pay and conditions are scheduled to take effect seven days after the
agreement is published. The agreement includes significant salary increases and improvements to
working conditions for teachers, principals and education support staff. Further information about
the implementation of the agreement and its impact on schools will be shared as it becomes
available.

https://www.vic.gov.au/victorian-education-excellence-awards-finalists


Year 12 Final Days and Celebrations: Our Year 12 students celebrated the end of their secondary
schooling with three days of dress-up themes: Personal, Australian Icon and The Simpsons. The
celebrations continued with the “slip and slide " on Thursday, more shirt signing, and a sleepover at the
College on Thursday night, providing students with an opportunity to spend time together and reflect on
their years at Stawell Secondary College. On Friday, students farewelled staff and fellow students at a
special assembly, featuring the traditional Year 12 farewell video and a much-anticipated dance routine.
These celebrations marked a memorable milestone for our Year 12 students as they prepare for the next
chapter of their lives. We wish them all the very best for their future endeavours.
Spring Music Concert: On Wednesday evening, Mrs Hemley and her talented young musicians delivered
another fantastic Spring Music Concert. More than 100 family members and friends enjoyed an
entertaining program featuring the College Band, solo and group performances on drums, violins,
trumpets, recorders, clarinets and flutes, as well as two performances by the College’s Chinese dance
group.
It was a wonderful evening that showcased the musical talents of our students and highlighted the
dedication, enthusiasm and outstanding work of Mrs Hemley in developing their skills and confidence.
Thank you to Mrs Hemley and all the students involved for making the concert such a memorable
occasion.
Murray Hart



Year 12 
celebrating the end of an era 

Congratulations to our wonderful Year 12 students of 2026! You have been an
absolute delight, and it has been a pleasure watching you grow and achieve so
much. We wish you all the very best for the exciting journey ahead and every

success in your future endeavours. 
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Year 11 VM
As part of the PDS ( personal development
skills) program, Kayan, Lilly, and Noah
arranged a visit to J Ward in Ararat. For
many of the students, it was their first time. It
is such a fascinating experience, a glimpse
into the history of the “criminally insane.”
Students were quite surprised by how people
were classified as “insane”. While there were
genuine criminals incarcerated for heinous
crimes, there were others whose crime was to
be ‘different’, a loner. The autopsy room was
quite the eye-opener. The doctors at the time
literally removed the heads of the dead to
study the mechanisms of the brain of the
insane. After our extended tour, thanks to
Bryan, our guide, the students had some
downtime for lunch, and no doubt Maccas
were happy to see them. 
Again, a big thank you to Mr. Reynolds for
driving the bus and to the students who were
respectful, curious, and fun to hang out with. 
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Year 12 VM
And just like that, it is the last week for our
Year 12 VM cohort; finally, after six years of
high school, they are moving on. Students
have been busy finishing their coursework, and
most have already completed it and are out
and about, working and planning their lives. 
Last term we held our MasterChef
competition as part of our Literacy studies.
Thank you to Mr. Hart, Mrs. McDonald, and
the legend Tanya from the tech team for
judging. The final results were a ‘special
mention’ to Riley and Charmaine. Riley was in
charge of the chocolate pudding; it was so
delicious that it needed a mention. The overall
winners, who couldn't believe they'd won, were
Siani and Cole. The winning dish was the
humble carbonara, made from scratch. That
was the key: the whole dish created by them.
It had just the right amount of everything…
who doesn’t love cream, bacon, and garlic in
the same dish?
In the middle of the madness, Mr. Reynolds
and I tagged along with the Year 12 cohort on
an adventure to Halls Gap. It was a perfect
day of mini golf followed by a light lunch, and
of course the obligatory ice creams up the
main street. It is always a pleasure to put the
books away and spend time with students out
in our community.
It has been a pleasure to watch these young
people grow in confidence and ability, and we
wish them the best of luck and fun as they go
out into the real world.               Mrs Giles



EnglIsH EnGlIsH Year seven Year seven 100 WORD STORIES

THE MAN

Mike wanted to cry, he sat there in pitch black
holding the flashlight to his chest. His breaths were
sharp, and the trees cracked and creaked outside as
if mimicking the laugh that echoed through his
mind. Henry held his breath, as the door opened and
a faceless man walked in, the floor creaked the man
pulled the blankets off the bed then he peered
underneath Mike’s bed and saw poor Henry was
there. He grabbed him by the leg and before he
could eat him Mike woke up. But out the window
behind a tree was a faceless man.

By Lilah 

CAMP BUTTER

At sunrise, Mia arrived at Silver Creek Horse Camp,
excited for her first riding lesson. She met Jasper, a
gentle brown horse with a white star on his
forehead. Together, they trotted through the forest,
crossed a shallow stream, and climbed a grassy hill.
Suddenly, Jasper stopped. Mia looked ahead and
spotted a tiny foal trapped between two fallen
branches. Carefully, she calmed Jasper and helped
free the foal. The camp leader praised her bravery.
That evening, Mia sat beside the warm campfire,
listening to horses munching hay nearby. She smiled,
knowing her first day at horse camp was
unforgettable.

By Layla

CHRISTMAS

Sharing those times with family, presents, food and
wrapping to chuck out. For me? Grandparents, presents,
and food. Every Christmas I get one present and one
present only, same with my brother. Most of the time I
get money in a small box, but this year was different.
Under the tree, a long box, wrapped in purple trees.
Unwrapping it, I’m feeling an urge to tear it open. Now
to the box, I open the side of the box, finding a small,
plastic like something. Pulling it out, I find a soft box is
in my hand. What is this? 

By Harper

A present from Grandpappy

One day I got a present from Grandpappy. As I got
inside my house, I opened the present and discovered an
old-style camera. Excitedly I ran outside and started
taking pictures of everything. Once I took a picture of
my parents. When I got them developed, I went home and
found my parents as babies. In a flurry of panic I ran
inside and checked the box again, all I found was an old
style flip lighter. As quickly as I could I burned the photo
with the lighter. I went outside and found a distorted
version of my parents.

By Reece
The Space Adventure

Lucy an astronaut was to take her first trip to the
moon. After having just graduated from training at
Nasa, Lucy was a nervous wreck. “We are ready for
blast off in two minutes”, instructor Adam said.
Lucy was sitting in her seat preparing for blast off.
Two minutes passed by like a breeze and before she
knew it the ten second countdown had started.
“10,9,8,7,6…”, with each number taken away from
the countdown Lucy’s heart raced faster. “5,4,3,2,1.”
The engine started, Lucy could feel the rocket
shaking ready for launch. The rocket left the
ground. “Cut!” the director shouted.

By Imogen

The Farming Disaster

“See ya Jim” Nathan called to his worker. “Have a good
holiday mate” Nathan was heading back to his house
after a long day on the farm. As he neared his front
verandah, he saw some lights turn down his driveway.
Nathan watched curiously. Suddenly it turned into his
closest paddock and started spraying. Nathan got into
his Toyota Hilux and sped off. “It’s a sprayer and it will
kill the field of oats” Nathan said to himself as he sped
toward the paddock. Just as he got to the paddock the
sprayer pulled out. The crop had been killed.

By Flynn

 THE MAN AT THE WINDOW
 
I was trying to sleep when this random guy started bashing the window and I
couldn’t see him properly. It was so dark and there was fog or something misty
around him and I was really scared. So, I quickly locked the window and locked all
the doors and he kept coming. I was so scared I was trying to call my dad cause he
said he was going to the shops but he accidentally left his phone at home. The man
opened the front door and I ran and tried pushing the door shut I heard his voice
DAD!

By Castiel



EnglIsH EnGlIsH Year seven Year seven 
100 WORD STORIES

On a random Tuesday morning there was a frog called Broth. He lived in an
abandoned basketball court in a forest. Broth plays with his little ball every day
on the little court. Right next to it was a full-sized abandoned basketball court.
He saw a lady in a white dress in the background of his own eyes. He thought
nothing of it until he saw 3 men slowly going up to her but the girl disappeared.
The 3 men came over to me but I freaked out a bit then they had a chat and I
started jumping away.

By Blayze

The Frog

Three man go to the forest with a basketball and they saw
an abandoned court. They go in to the court and play but
all of a sudden they saw someone that was wearing a white
dress and she has a long hair. So they decided to confront
her but when they looked back the girl is already gone. They
saw a frog on the way out and they decided to ask him if
he saw anything. So the frog started jumping the unknown
way and they followed him through the unknown way and
the 3 men are gone forever.

By Jacob

Hunting Day

I woke up excited knowing that today I would be able to
test my brand new .223. So I ran and jumped on mum and
dad’s bed. But they didn’t like it so I got grounded, but I
would do anything to shoot stuff. So we went out to call
some foxes up and show them what a .223 bullet tastes
like. So then I started to call them up using my leveret.
Then a fox came out from the bush very excited that I was
going to eat it. I lined it up, and then BANG! I woke up.

By Nash

The grandfather clock 

The grandfather clock in the hallway struck exactly twelve.
Clara immediately froze, her teacup hovering inches from
her dry lips. The house had been empty ever since her
grandmother passed, the dust and old memories piled up. 
Slowly, she walked down the creaking corridor. The heavy
clock rang loudly, the dust sliding off it. Beneath its
rhythmic ticking, a faint scratching was heard in the
silence. Clara reached for the key hidden on top of the
frame. As her fingers hovered over the cold, dusty wood, a
muffled voice within whispered her name, begging her to let
them all free. 

By Annica

The dream

Bailey always had these dreams of being in a group, but
none of the people in these groups had faces, they were
faceless. Bailey had told these dreams to her mum, her mum
didn’t think much about it (although she should have). Bailey
goes to go to bed. Bailey tried to talk to one of the group
members and she chose the girl sitting in the corner. Bailey
crept towards her, trying not to make a noise.
“Hi what’s your name?”
The girl looked at her and grabbed her and took her into
the dream!
“Bailey wake up, Bailey? BAILEY!”

By Manon

The cat in the hat

There was a boy who read a book that had 100 pages in it.
The book name was “The Cat in the Hat”. It is a scary
story where the cat is getting people who are sleeping in
their beds. The cat in the hat then also puts a big hat on
your roof and then 100 cats come out of the hat. The boy
got up and said, “Where is that noise coming from?” Then
the cat in the hat opened the door and said, “scream and
run”. The boy ran and screamed so that he wouldn’t get
eaten.

By Brandon

Ferret Kids

One day two kids who were cousins got a ferret. It was
weird, it was too nice, it didn’t bite and did everything it was
told. When the kids were sleeping the ferret put a spell on
them turning them into ferrets. The ferrets were bored and
went to the moon. Rabbit magically turned them into
humans and flew them back to earth and then the evil
ferret came back too. He thought the two other random
ferrets were the kids so it tried talking to them. When they
didn’t answer it got so angry and flew to the moon.

By Georgia



(VEC enrol to vote QR code)

HUMANITIESHUMANITIESHUMANITIES
Civics & Citizenship – Year 8s & the 2026 State Election – Your Vote

The 2026 Victorian State election is right around the corner, on Saturday
28 November people from around the state will head to a local school, RSL
or community centre, cast a vote & grab a democracy sausage. Our year 8
students will spend the start of this term learning all about how an election
operates, the political landscape of Australia and why it is important to be

informed voters. 
But the very first step is actually much simpler – you must be registered to

vote!
While our year 8s aren’t old enough to vote, anyone over the age of 18 sure
is. If you haven’t enrolled yet, head to the VEC’s website and fill out your

details. In Australia, our voting system is mandatory, which means everyone
who is eligible to vote, must do so or face a fine.

If you are already registered to vote, now is a great time to check that your
details are correct. If your address has changed you may need to update

that. 



Year 8 Systems
CO2 Dragsters Samples from the year 8 Systems class

whose task was to design a dragster
powered by a CO2 cannister. The official

Raceday is Friday 23rd October.



We kicked off Term 4 with our Junior Fridge Friday group, making the most of

what we had available! With fewer leftovers from classes this week, students got

creative by using fresh produce from the school veggie garden and ingredients

from our pantry staple box.

The group whipped up pizzas made to order using tortillas as bases, a delicious

chicken and vegetable pasta bake, and individual mini apple pies. It was

fantastic to see students working together, using their initiative and turning

simple ingredients into tasty meals and treats!



TECHTECH  
FOOD 

Back to School and Back to the Kitchen
this week for year 7B. We started Term 4
with cooking ANZAC biscuits.

Term 4 has kicked off with a delicious start for our Middle School Food Technology students! In
Week 1, students made their own pizza bases and chose their favourite toppings to create their
very own pizzas. It was a great way to get back into the kitchen and start the term with some
hands-on cooking fun!



Chinese Program
Junior Chinese Classes

Year 7 students are finishing the Pinyin unit

and starting a new topic, ‘My Friend and I’

Year 8 students are learning how to order

Chinese food so they can use their language

skills in an authentic setting - a Chinese

restaurant.

Year 9 students have started our current

unit,‘My Community’, and are following our

lesson routines well. We focus on retrieval

practice at the start of each lesson to

strengthen connections in long-term memory. 

Through regular practice, we aim to build

students’ fluency, mastery and confidence in

using Chinese.

Senior Chinese Classes
Year 11 students are working hard to prepare
for next year’s content and exams. We have
established a routine of VCE vocabulary tests
on Mondays, followed by lesson recall and
vocabulary dictation on Fridays.
Keeping these routines consistent helps
everyone understand what to expect at the
start of each lesson, freeing up working
memory to focus on learning new content.

Year 12 students completed their oral exam
last Thursday - hooray! Now we are focused on
preparing for the final written exam. Keep up
the momentum and continue attending our
Chinese classes. You can’t say ‘goodbye’ to our
Year 11 Chinese students just yet - we will
celebrate together after the written exam!



Ag View!Ag View!  Ag View! 
WHAT’S NEW IN THE 

Excursion to Woods’ Farming & Heritage Museum

Students explored a replica street of shops,
including a butcher, post office, hardware store,
blacksmith, paint shop and boot shop. They also
stepped back in time through two fully furnished
houses from the 1920s and 1940s, each
showcasing the everyday items and furnishings
you would expect to find in a family home.
Throughout the museum, students discovered
separate collections of everyday household
appliances and items, including washing
machines, televisions, sewing machines, vacuums
and tools. There were also extensive collections
of tins, bottles, toys, matchbox cars, signs,
Rupanyup FNC merchandise and an old printing
machine. The highlight for many was the final
shed, which housed an impressive collection of
more than 92 tractors and other farming
machines!
Most of the collection was gathered by the
Woods brothers, with many additional items
donated by the local community over the years.
Among these was a truck belonging to Mrs Lang’s
grandfather, R. N. Barker.
It was fantastic to see students discussing how
everyday appliances and technology have
changed over time. The collection also sparked
memories of items they had seen at their
grandparents’ homes and things they
remembered from their own childhoods.
It was a fantastic excursion and a great way to
round off the year for VET Ag, with the class set
to come together for their final session in Week
3!

In Week 2, the class travelled to Rupanyup to visit
the famous Woods’ Farming & Heritage Museum.
From the moment they entered the front room,
students were amazed by the incredible collection
of artefacts on display.
The self-guided tour took them through the
museum’s many large spaces, showcasing an
extensive range of farming equipment and
machinery, along with a variety of other
fascinating collections.



MUSIC PROGRAM 
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Wednesday 14 October saw our music students take to the

auditorium stage, showcasing their musical talents for the school and
town community. 



Displaying our Core
ValuesMIDDLE

SCHOOL
We celebrate the following Middle School
students who have been recognised by
their class teachers for displaying our
school values over the last two weeks.

Year 9: Piper Davidson, Jordan
Lockwood, Maiken McKitterick, Laura

Notting

Year 10: Satria Tiley Shayla Madin
Monday 16 November: English exam
periods 1 & 2 in scheduled rooms.

Thursday 19 November: Maths exam
periods 1 & 2 in scheduled rooms.

NB: students may have additional exams
for other subjects. Teachers will
communicate this with students.

Students will be able to prepare for these
exams during their study session every

Friday period 4.

Coolas Ice Creamery
Junior Staff (Ages 15–18)
We are looking for junior team members who are available to work
during school holidays, as well as some weekends throughout the
year. This could be a great opportunity for students looking to gain
work experience, build confidence, and earn some money in a friendly,
fast-paced environment.
We’re also looking for parents who may be interested in casual work
during the school holidays, with the potential for ongoing weekend
and weekday shifts throughout the year. We understand that family
commitments and school drop-off and pick-up times can make
availability tricky, so flexibility around working hours and days is
available. We’re happy to work with the right people to find a
schedule that suits their circumstances.
Anyone interested is welcome to bring their resume directly into
Coolas Ice creamery in Halls Gap, where they can introduce
themselves and have a chat with us about the available opportunities.



Acknowledgment of Country: We respectfully
acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land
on which we gather today: the Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa,

Jadwadjali, Wergaia and Jupagalk Peoples, and
pay our respects to their Elders past and present.

It is a privilege to stand on Country and to recognise the
enduring connection these Nations have to the land,

waters and culture.
We also acknowledge the significant contributions of

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, alongside
all Australians, to the education and wellbeing of all

young people across this country we share - Australia.

book of the
week 

Pearl Beach

Author: Beth Steiner

This summer I’ll grow up.
For as long as Billie can remember, summer has
meant one thing: Pearl Beach. The idyllic seaside
home belonging to her old Aunt Edith, and the
place where she met her best friend, Andy.
But this summer, everything seems to be
changing. Andy is more interested in makeup and
boys than in Billie, and Aunt Edith has decided to
stay with them for the whole summer. Edith is a
Holocaust survivor, and whenever Billie tries to talk
to her, her words seem to crumble under the
weight of this knowledge.
Then Edith begins to share her story. Because she
was once fourteen, too, and understands all too
well the pain for growing up. What follows is a
tale of first love, betrayal, and resilience. As the
summer, and story, unfolds, so does a profound
friendship between Billie and Edith. They may be
generations apart but what they share will change
both of them forever.
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CONGRATULATIONS
 

We congratulate Nita Evans, mum of William Evans, on being the lucky receipt of the
$200 Voucher to spend in Stawell following Nita replying to the Parent/Carer Opinion

Survey.
 

We also thank the other 67 families who took the time to participate in this very
important Survey that tells us what you would like improved or changed or what you like

now.
 

This is an annual Survey that remains totally unanimous. Thak you everyone.



David Burgess Scholarship -
Applications Now Open
The David Burgess Scholarship Foundation (DBSF) supports exceptional,
resilient young people from Victorian government secondary schools. Since
1991, it has awarded scholarships to nearly 80 students who have
overcome significant adversity and gone on to succeed in tertiary
education and life.
The scholarships are open to Year 12 students who have faced adversity
and demonstrated determination, character and a commitment to their
community.

Scholarship recipients receive:
Financial support of $7,500 per year, indexed, for the duration of their
course at a Victorian university or TAFE.
Support from two volunteer mentors, who provide guidance and
encouragement throughout their studies and help them transition from
school to tertiary education.

This year’s program also includes an additional STEM scholarship for a
young woman intending to undertake tertiary study and pursue a career
in science, technology, engineering or mathematics. The Toyota
Community Trust is supporting one additional STEM scholarship each
year for the next three years.

How to apply
Applications opened on Wednesday 7 October 2026 and close on Tuesday
10 November 2026. Applications must be submitted through
SmartyGrants, administered by Equity Trustees. There is no limit to the
number of students a school may nominate.

View the application information and apply here

Interested students are encouraged to review the eligibility criteria and
application requirements. Please speak with Ms Ling, VCE Coordinator, if
you need support with your application. A reminder that applications for
the Youthrive Rural Chances Scholarship will close soon. Please see the
scholarship flyer for details and apply as soon as possible!

https://equitytrustees.smartygrants.com.au/Burgess
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